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supporting Rashi’s earlier contention that this episode happened on Yom
Tov.

Further support for this contention is found from the Da’as
Zekainim (27:25) that wine appeared from the angel Micha’el
suggesting that this was part of the Seder as his mother did not give him

any wine.

If so why did Yitzchak wait to bless Esav on the night of Pesach? Perhaps
it could be suggested that based on the Gemara (Rosh Hashanah 10b-11a)
that Pesach is his birthday and hence he was hoping to bless Esav at a time
when his Mazal of Divine influence would be at its strongest (Yerushalmi
Rosh Hashanah 3:8). Furthermore the Talmud (Rosh Hashanah 11a) says
that the righteous live out their years exactly giving further emphasis as to
why he blessed him on this day (his birthday and potential death) as well
as the year (5 years before his mother’s death) as the most likely day
where he was to pass away and consequently the most potency to his
blessing (see Sforno above) to change Esav’s behaviour (see Ohr
Hachaim above).
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concerned that perhaps his end would be at his mother’s age that passed

away at 127 and hence wished to bless Esav at this age. What is the
benefit of giving a blessing at the end of one’s life that Yitzchak
specifically chose to wait until he felt his end was approaching?
The Sforno (27:2) explains a blessing which is spiritual in nature is more
apt at the end of one’s life when the soul is detaching itself from the body
and one is becoming a more spiritual being. Thus we find similarly by
Yaakov and Moshe that they followed in Yitzchak’s footsteps to give

blessings at the end of their respective lives.

When Rivkah overhears [using the divine spirit (Ohr HaChaim 27:5)]
Yitzchak’s intentions she instructs Yaakov to go her personal flock and
bring two goats to prepare. Rashi explains that surely Yitzchak was not
so gluttonous as to eat two entire goats; rather this episode happened on
Pesach where one was prepared as the Paschal sacrifice and the other his

personal meal.

This may shed light on the phrase used by Yitzchak to Esav ‘72 X3 X’
meaning to sharpen your instruments. The Sforno and
the Alshich write the reason for the command was to give Esav a merit
by which he would merit the blessings of his father. However this doesn’t
explain why he chose this command. Rashi explains that this verb means
to sharpen (Beitzah 28a) which Yitzchak asked Esav to do in order that the
food will be slaughtered correctly (Chullin 30b). Although this implies
that Yitzchak suspected Esav of foul play he was confident that if it came
as a parental command, rather than a Divine command, Esav was more

likely to listen as he excelled in honouring his father.

The Gemara (Beitzah 28a) says that ‘X’ is an expression of sharpening a
knife on another knife which is permitted on Yom Tov as opposed to
using a whet stone which is prohibited. Therefore being Pesach Yitzchak
instructed Esav to sharpen his instruments in accordance with the law

through use of another blade as opposed to using a whet stone
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P'SHUTO SHEL MIKRA

Yitzchak'’s Blessing

Rabbi Binyomin Pinchas Simons
Kollel Avreichim - Lubavitch

At the time of Yitzchak’s blessing to which he thought was Esav, we find
that he was 123 years old. While at first glance the obvious question
would be why he wished to bless Esav at all, perhaps a more fundamental
question is why now? The Ohr HaChaim (27:1) explains that Yitzchak
understood the nature of his son’s wickedness; however he hoped that
these blessings would help transform his son’s course in life. Surely a
blessing though could have been given earlier on in his life where he was
less set in his ways. Rashi (25:30) writes that already when Esav was 15,
his actions were morally negative to the extent that Avraham was taken
before his time, so why did Yitzchak wait another 48 years? Rashi (27:2)
quoting the Midrash explains that he chose this particular moment in his
life as he feared his life was coming to an end. “Rabbi Yehoshua ben
Korcha says that when one reaches the lifespan of his parents he should be
concerned five years before”, however we know that his father Avraham

lived to 175, not for another 52 years. Thus Rashi explains that he was



16 HEOROS HATMIMIM V’ANASH ~ MELBOURNE
Following some suggested answers, our Gemarah concludes: “ X3 e

0”127 °I10 XNMYD XY XD 931 %577 *1N XNN2D X°RT” — Wherever there
are different (i.e. a variety of) ways, the Tanah teaches 'Derachim'. When
all ways are similar, he says 'Devarim'. Rashi explains: “ 11 7772 15772 p12°n
X°3p X9 7DIM WIWAY 02077 32 23N 713D AT IPK 1T 1727 1KY An1T XA —
The word Derech is used by the Tanah of our Mishnah to express that the
number of Kinyonim in our Mishnah are excluding other Kinyonim, which
may be mistakenly included amongst the Kinyonim of Kidushin.

»

In continuation to this does our Gemarah ask: “*Xm *VIYn% RW™MT X171
— What is the Tanah of our Mishnah excluding by calculating the amount

of Kinyonim which are valid for Kidushin?

Now, based on the above, we can understand why Rashi chooses to
explain that the Tanah is excluding a Kinyon which is invalid due to the
unwillingness of the woman, since the entire [beginning of our] Mishnah
is out to tell us that exact point: Kidushin is dependent on the will of the
woman. Rashi therefore learns that our Mishnah is excluding Kinyan

Chalipin, since it lacks the will of the woman.

REFERENCE

For a better understanding to why the will of the woman is essential
for the creation of Kidushin, which would perhaps shed light on to
why the entire Meseches Kidushin is introduced with that point; see
the Chidushim of the Tzemach Tzedek on this Gemarah.
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OUR ENTIRE SUGYAH BASED ON RASHI

In addition, perhaps Rashi’s interoperation of the Gemarah is based on

the flow of our entire Sugyah starting from the Mishnah.

After the Gemarah explained that the term of “n°3°3” in our Mishnah (in
contrast to the Mishnah in Perek Beis — “@WIpn”) is based on the wording
of Torah — “Xn»1X7 X1w°%”, the Gemarah then asks if so why does our
Mishnah not write “I1p W>X7”, associating the concept of Kidushin to the
man, and instead refers it to the woman — “n°3p3 MWRA”? [Especially when
putting into account that the Pasuk states “AWX WX 1p* *3” and in Perek
Beis the Mishanh writes “wIpn wW2RA”, both associating Kidushin with the
man. How much more so our Mishnah, which chooses to be written with

the wording of Torah Xn»IX7 X3w°%”, should have been written this
way. |
The Gemarah answers [as a second answer]: Had it said 'a man acquires,’

this would connote that he acquires against her will — “nmny Sya”.

Therefore, it says 'she is acquired," which connotes (only) willingly.

The Gemarah continued and asked: Why does the Mishnah say 'Shalosh'
(the feminine form of 'three'), and not 'Sheloshah'? And answers: Since the
word 'Derech' adopts the gender of what it refers to and our Mishnah

speaks from the woman's perspective, therefore our Mishnah writes

'Shalosh'.

To sum it up: The unique wording of our Mishnah revolves around the
fact that our Mishnah chooses to “go out of its way” to make a point; A

woman may not be Mekudash unwillingly.

Then, the Gemarah asks a question which leads us to this point of the
Gemarah: Why does the Mishnah say Shalosh, due to Derachim? The
Mishnah should say Devarim (matters, instead of Derachim), and then it can

say Sheloshah! (Normally, we use the masculine term.)
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Shaveh Perutah, a woman cannot be acquired (Lo Mekanya)," which means

that a Kinyan which is not similar to Kesef cannot be used for Kidushin. The
text should not read (as ours does), "Lo Mekanya Nafshah," which means
that she does not let herself be acquired.)

According to this explanation, it is clear why Kinyan Chalipin is not a
valid form of Kinyan for Kidushin even when more than a Shaveh Perutah is
given to the woman -- only Kinyan Kesef is a valid form of Kinyan for
Kidushin. Similarly, it makes no difference if the woman agrees to accept
less than a Shaveh Perutah; Kinyan Chalipin can never create Kidushin since

it is not a Kinyan Kesef.

RASHI'S DEFENCE

To possibly answer for Rashi; perhaps Rashi understands the Gemara
like the Rashba. The Rashba writes that the fact that Chalipin may be
performed with an object worth less than a Perutah indicates that the
Kinyan of Chalipin is not accomplished by the value of the object itself
("Guf") but rather by the legal status ("Din") which Chalipin creates.

When the buyer gives to the seller the object of Chalipin as a Kinyan, the
object does not remain in the possession of the seller. Rather, the seller
gives it back to the buyer immediately. Since the seller gains no benefit
from the object regardless of its value, it must not be the value of the
object itself which effects the Kinyan, but rather the handing over of the
object creates a legal status which transfers ownership of the purchased
item, and therefore can not work for Kidushin. Had the law required that
the object of Chalipin have a minimum value of a Shaveh Perutah, it would
have been considered a substantial Kinyan ("Keniyah Chashuvah") despite
the fact that the seller gives back the object.
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OUR GEMARAH BASED ON TOSFOS

Rabeinu Tam (Tosfos D”H V’ishah) asks various questions on Rashi’s
interoperation; mainly the following: According to the above mentioned,
why would a woman not be Mikudeshes in a case that she “stretched out
her hand” and accepted the Kinyan Chalipin, which clearly would show
that she agrees to be Mikudeshes thereby, as well as implying it’s not a
disgrace for her [especially in a case which the object is worth more than a
Perutah.|

Rabeinu Tam therefore explains that the Gemarah never entertained the
possibility that a Kinyan which works for the purchase of land also works
for Kidushin. The Torah teaches only that Kinyan Kesef works for Kidushin
("Kichah, Kichah"). No source in the Torah teaches that any other Kinyan
of land is valid also for Kidushin. Why, then, does the Gemara seck a
reason for why Kinyan Chalipin is not valid for Kidushin? On the contrary,
it is obvious that Chalipin is not valid for Kidushin, and a source should be

necessary to teach that it is valid.

Tosfos and other Rishonim explain that the Gemara assumed that Kinyan
Chalipin operates with the same mechanism as Kinyan Kesef since, in both
types of Kinyan, one thing is exchanged for another. The Gemara thought
that Chalipin is a form of Kinyan Kesef. Accordingly, since the Torah
teaches that Kinyan Kesef is valid for Kidushin, all of the subsidiary forms of
Kinyan Kesef also should be valid for Kidushin.

The Gemara answers that Chalipin is not a form of Kinyan Kesef at all. It
is an entirely different and independent Kinyan which works by serving as
a symbolic act of agreement (as mentioned above). The Gemara proves
this from the fact that Chalipin may be performed with an object worth
less than a Perutah. If Chalipin would be a form of Kinyan Kesef, it would
require an object worth at least a Perutah. (To support this explanation,

Tosfos writes that the correct Girsa (beginning of 3b) is "for less than a
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gives another answer, to what the numbers of our Mishnah may be

excluding; the Kinyan of Chalipin [a.k.a. Kinyan Sudar, i.e. a symbolic
exchange, in which an object of little value is used to acquire an object of
value. This Chalipin, which is usually performed using a scarf or piece of
cloth (Sudar), involves taking possession momentarily of an object that
belongs to the other party in order to make a Kinyan on another object

that is being transferred]

The Gemarah continues to explain the need of excluding the Kinyan of
Chalipin, and why one may think that it should be in fact valid as a Kinyan
Kidushin. Since we learn (above 2a) the Kinyan of Kesef Kidushin through a
Gzeirah Shavah from the field of Efron (since the term Kichah appears in
both cases), which land may in fact be acquired by means of Chalipin, one
may mistake and think that this method would apply to Kidushin as well,
therefore our Mishnah specifies the amount of Kinyonim which are valid,

excluding Chalipin.

Then the Gemarah challenges: “>11 %371 X7°X” — Perhaps Kinyon Chalipin
should in fact work for Kidushin (i.e. since we learn Kinyan Kesef from the
field of Efron, why do we not learn Kinyan Chalipin as well), why then
does our Mishnah exclude it. On this the Gemarah answers, while
seemingly introducing a new rule to Kidushin: “ 79 NINDA IMINK 220N
AWDI XOIPM RY AVIID 7N MIADA AWXY 7LD — Chalipin works with (a
Kli) less than the value of a Perutah. A woman does not allow herself be
acquired by a man through such a Kinyan. Rashi continues to explain that
it is shameful for a woman to be Mikudeshes with less than a Perutah,
therefore the entire concept of Chalipin may not be used for Kidushin,
even when it is done with an object worth more than a Perutah. Only
when the Perutah is given to her expressly as a Kinyan Kesef does it work
for Kidushin.

This would be the literal understanding of the Gemarah’s answer based

on the Girsah of Rashi, and which appears in our Gemarah.
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We can answer this simply by clarifying the answer of the n~a. His
definition of a well-known status is that there is a physical change in the
body due to the status change. Therefore Tosfos could not bring the
pierced slave as his proof because even though he remains a male Jewish
slave, he now has a new status which is recognizable in his body, namely a

pierced ear.

"I'o'7n 'o1ynY . . NUT XIIn"
According to Rashi

Moshe Arye Wolvovsky
Former Shliach in Yeshiva
Student at 770

OUR GEMARAH BASED ON RASHI

The Gemarah in Meseches Kidushin (3a) discusses the need of our
Mishnah to calculate the number of methods which may be used to be
Mikadesh a woman; “0°377 w%w2 n°3p1 nwx:.” The Gemarah explains that
by explicitly numbering the amount of Kinyonim, our Mishnah is
excluding other methods which one may mistake and think that they are
valid for Kidushin. First the Gemarah answers that our Mishnah is
excluding the Kinyan of Chupah [Rashi: If a father gave his young daughter
to be married by means of Chupah (the Rishonim present various

opinions to the exact description of Kinyan Chupah, see Ran)].

However, the Gemarah continues to find an alternative explanation,
according to the opinion of Rav Hunah, who holds that a woman may

indeed get married though the Kinyan of Chupah. Therefore the Gemarah
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Why have a “a”

Yosef Alexander Soloman
Student in Yeshiva

In the first Tosfos of the tractate Kiddishin the issue of why the first
word of the tractate begins with a “Hai” is addressed, about which he
explains that if the subject mentioned is one clearly depicted in the Torah
then it requires a “Hai.” Tosfos then brings a discrepancy that we find by a
Jewish male slave, which is mentioned in the Torah, but when brought in
the Mishna it doesn’t have a “Hai.” Tosfos goes to lengths to explain that
by the slave there is no “Hai” because it isn’t specified enough which type
of slave was being referred to. For this Tosfos brings a proof from
Yevamah, where there is also a “Hai”. We need explanation though in

what exactly is Tosfos trying to prove.

One of the commentaries who discuss this is the 1172 and he explains as
follows. Tosfos is bringing a proof to answer a question that one may have
had, being, why could Tosfos not have just explained that the difference
between the woman in our Mishna and the male, Jewish slave is whether
or not the status of the subject matter is one which is well known and
widespread? Everyone knows a girl becomes a woman at twelve, but not

everyone knows who is a slave and who is not.

On this explanation one can ask why Tosfos brought Yevamah as the
answer and not a pierced slave, which is also in the category of a male,
Jewish slave, and we find in the next Mishna that it is brought down with
a “Hai”?
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GEMARA

A LIVABLE SUKKAH

Levi Kehoti
Student in Yeshiva

The third Mishnah of Meseches Sukkah discusses the issue of the kashrus
of a two story sukkah. The opinion of R’ Yehudah is that for the bottom
to be invalid the top must be livable. The Gemara defines the word
livable as the floor being able to hold pillows and blankets. The Gemara
chooses not to mention that the top floor must be strong enough to hold
the weight of the person as well, is this to imply that it need not be strong
enough to hold him? The answer is obviously no. The Gemara omits it
because it is unnecessary to specify. It is also evident from Rashi who
interprets the explanation of the Gemara as “being able to hold pillows,
blankets, and to sleep,” that it is needless for the Gemara to mention the

one sleeping.




8 HEOROS HATMIMIM V’ANASH ~ MELBOURNE

Yud-Tes Kislev, the 19th of Kislev, proceeds by a few days the first day of
Chanukah, and the intervening Shabbos connects them. But there is a major
distinction between the miracle of Chanukah and the 19th of Kislev. The
miracle of Chanukah came only after fierce battles and divine miracles of “many
in the hands of few” and “strong in the hands of weak.” The miracle of Yud-Tes
Kislev, however, was accomplished peacefully, the ministers and king nullifying
the decree, giving the Alter Rebbe freedom and peace to continue to do, with

greater strength, the same things for which he had originally been incarcerated.

Normally a contract does not have to be approved by a court, but if there
were suspicions and the contract was investigated and then certified by the

court, it then stands strong forever.

The arrest and liberation certified the philosophy of the Alter Rebbe, for there
had been a spiritual doubt that perhaps the world really was not ready for
Chassidic philosophy. When it was ruled in the spiritual realm “that it is
incumbent to reveal this wisdom,” it was then revealed below; the Alter Rebbe

was freed and the conduits were opened to spread the wellsprings to the out.

Because of the suffering of the Jewish people through its history and especially
in its most recent history we must have the revelation of the wellsprings in
order to understand and absorb the inner soul of Torah, and then, together with
the revealed aspects they become one Torah, completely revealed, bringing the
additional knowledge of the time of Mashiach.

(Adapted from a Sicho of the Rebbe from 19 Kislev 5745)




KISLEV, 5772 7
surroundings. When many Jews do likewise, we create a majority; true, it is
only made up of many single individuals, but in Torah we have a rule, to follow

the majority.

This is what the Rambam means when he expresses our responsibility to see
the world in a delicate balance which can be tipped for the good with just one
mitzva. Of course, the evil-inclination argues that our individual actions,
speech, and especially thought, are insignificant; to this the Rambam answers us

that it could actually tip the scale of the whole world and bring success for all.

In Tanya, which the Alter Rebbe wrote applies to every Jew; we find the
explanation for the existence of evil in the world. Why do we have two
inclinations? To bring out and reveal the true quality of the prince, meaning
cach and every Jew, that although the evil inclination tries to confuse and
confound him with intellectual arguments, he is not weakened and continues to
follow G-d’s will, transforming even the evil inclination, so that he will worship

G-d with “two hearts” and express love of G-d to the degree of “all your might.”

This could be in the form of a battle to bend and break the evil inclination, but
the true goal is to transform it without a battle, so that the evil inclination joins
the side of good and contributes enthusiasm to his G-dly service; to transform
the evil inclination into a servant of G-d to the point of loving G-d with all his
might. He is now in the category of “many have joined with me,” as the Talmud
Yerushalmi relates about Dovid with regard to the verse of: “Podah B’Shalom”

— “He has redeemed my soul in peace,” that even the followers of Avshalom

who were fighting against Dovid prayed that Dovid would win!

In the first letter, written after being freed, the Alter Rebbe writes: “... and
when I was reciting the book of Tehillim, when I said the verse: ‘He has
redeemed my soul in peace,” and before reaching the following verse, I was
released with peace.” This was a true case of peace, because the same ministers,
who first made the decrees against him and the teachings of Chassidus, now
granted him freedom and permitted the dissemination of his teachings, which he

began to do immediately in Petersburg. This was truly with peace.



DVAR MALCHUS

Redemption through Peace

The Baal Shem Tov taught that the Hebrew name of anything represents its
true essence and the Hebrew letters of that word create, enliven, and sustain it.
Now, when several things have the same or similar appellations, then we must
say that this common factor indicates an intrinsic, basic relationship between

these diverse things.

The word “geulah” means “redemption,” that something which had been
forcefully torn away from its proper place was returned. The opposite of geulah
is “goleh,” which means “exiled from its place.” These two words are similar in
spelling, but in fact, when we add the “aleph” to “goleh” we have “geulah”, the

complete opposit, indicating redemption.

The Talmud tells us that the letter aleph refers to G-d, the Master of the
world. Just as the aleph is the initial letter of the alphabet, so too, the Master of
the world is the prime source, cause, and beginning of everything — the true
aleph. When we bring G-d into the galus, exile, in a revealed way, as an aleph
— not as just any letter, but like the aleph which converts the meaning — it

changes exile into redemption.

Here we learn a very important lesson. A Jew can bring the aleph of G-dliness
into his life in exile, and although the ultimate redemption will not be reached,
he will affect a partial geulah. If we introduce G-dliness into all of our activities

of the heart, mouth and hands, then the redemption affects us and all our
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