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basis ‘QW3an 9799193 1997 220N’ even though it is clearly harmful at certain
times of the year.

While one would be tempted to argue in favour for Rabbi Eliezer that
it isn’t exactly true that ‘0>n»i n»nn’ is always POTENTIALLY possible
and favourable as the Talmud (Eruvin 43b) relates that Moshiach can’t
come on Erev Shabbat as it causes undue stress for those who are amidst
their preparations for Shabbat, yet we don’t change our Amidah and thus
a support that one can ask for something not in its appropriate time which
is difficult for Rabbi Yehoshua. So he may respond as a proof from asking
for rain as the Talmud (Ta’anit 23a) relates that rain is only a blessing on
Wednesday and Friday nights (as people are inside during these nights due
to demonic forces Pesachim 112b and Shabbos inconvenience) and yet we
mention in throughout the week based on a principle of ‘39D XY’ as such
minute changes on a regular basis is prone to cause errors. But changing
on a bi-annual basis would not conform to this principle and thus he
maintains to only mention it when needed. Rabbi Eliezer would answer
simply without this principle that although it is problematic for us, by
Hashem and when looking from above, it is always beneficial and hence
we mention ‘@°n»7 NAN’ and QWA 779 M7 2°wH all week.

May we merit through our mentioning of ‘@>n»7 n*>AN’ an imminent
redemption (Bava Metzia 85b) and even though we have a tradition that at
sometimes he ‘can’t’ come, I'm sure we will ‘“forgive’ him and he will
explain this too.
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mention it throughout the year, he only obligates one to say it during the
rainy season which begins at Sukkot, but not throughout the summer.
Thus if one was to say it according to Rabbi Eliezer even during the
summer he wouldn’t need to repeat the Amidah as it can apply to that
time, unlike Rabbi Yehoshua who maintains that we only mention * 2°wn
QW3 7 MR’ when we need it and thus during the Summer one
would seemingly need to repeat the Amidah.

Further on in the Gemara proof for the logical reasoning of Rabbi
Eliezer is given that one can mention G-d’s ability in giving rain, even
when rain is detrimental is brought from the blessing relating to the
revival of the dead. We bless on ‘0>nni n°nn’ in the second blessing
every day that it should come in its time, so similarly we can bless on rain
every day that it should come in its time (Rashi). Rabbi Yehoshua argues
back saying that the two cases are incomparable as every day we pray for
‘@nni p°nn’ because POTENTIALLY it would be beneficial today,
unlike rain which isn’t beneficial on a yearly basis such as during the
harvest season (Samuel II 12:17).

What is the disagreement between these two great sages that is
reflected in their opinions and is there a central theme? Perhaps one could
argue that Rabbi Eliezer approaches the world from above and thus
focuses on Hashem’s perspective unlike Rabbi Yehoshua who sees from
below at the level of the Jewish people. While perhaps similar as
evidenced by their names which both represent salvation, Rabbi Eliezer
(7Y ¥9X) sees it as Hashem'’s salvation unlike Rabbi Yehoshua (yw171°) who
sees the purpose is the salvation of the Jewish people. Thus although the
rain season begins at the beginning of Sukkot as evidenced by the fact that
we ask until the first day of Pesach, i.e. exactly 6 months later, it only is
positive for us after Sukkot. So Rabbi Eliezer maintains that above the
time for mentioning rain is in the beginning of Sukkot unlike Rabbi
Yehoshua who holds that true but it is only favourable for us after Sukkot.

Perhaps one could argue a similar line of reasoning for the recitation
of ‘@>nni n°nn’. Rabbi Eliezer draws proof as POTENTIALLY it is the
right time from above all the time and thus one could mention on a yearly
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The Talmud relates at the start of Tractate Ta’anit the disagreement
about when we begin to change in the Amidah to recite 771 M7 2wn
owan’. Rabbi Eliezer maintains that we add this phrase from the onset of
Sukkot unlike Rabbi Yehoshua who holds that we commence only at the
end of Sukkot. His reasoning as explained by Rashi is that being that rain
during Sukkot is a curse as it signifies that Hashem doesn’t wish to have
our service, like a master who empties a jug on his servant (Sukkot 28b,
29a), why mention rain until the end of Sukkot. Although we do eat
Shmini Azeret in the Sukkah on a Rabbinic level as well (Tosfos), there
isn’t an obligation to eat in the Sukkah as seen from the fact that we don’t

bless on eating in the Sukkah.

The Talmud continues with this dialogue explaining the reasoning of
Rabbi Eliezer that true he agrees that it isn’t beneficial for rain during
Sukkot, he is merely mentioning G-d’s ABILITY in giving rain in its
appropriate time, not actually asking for rain during this time period.
Rabbi Yehoshua then argues well according to your logic where you can
mention G-d’s ABILITY in giving rain, even not in the time of rain, then
one can mention this phrase the entire year around. Although we find that
Rabbi Eliezer agrees to this statement that theoretically one could
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outset. Only after his act of self-sacrifice was the covenant of
priesthood conveyed upon him.

Similarly, priesthood is relevant to every Jew, as the Rambam
writes, "not only the tribe of Levi, but every person who is
motivated by his heart... to stand before G-d and serve Him... is
sanctified as holy of holies," the latter term referring to the High
Priesthood. Furthermore, this is the innate potential of every Jew,
for the Jews are "a kingdom of priests." The latter phrase is also a
reference to the High Priesthood, indicating that from the giving of
the Torah onward, the Jews were granted the potential to reflect
this level of divine service.

All of the above matters will be enhanced by the unique spiritual
potential of this year, a year of release, and will help prepare us for
the unique influence of the coming year, "a year of miracles." May
those miracles include -- and indeed, be precipitated by -- the
greatest miracle the coming of the Redemption.

(13th Day of Tammuz, 5749)
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attend. Similarly, it allows for the possibility for tzedakah to be

given at these gatherings.

In this context, it is proper to mention that these gatherings
should be characterized by activities in the three modes of service on
which "the world stands", Torah study, prayer, and deeds of
kindness. This threefold repetition of these three modes of service
will have a lasting effect as reflected in the verse, "the threefold
bond will not be easily broken".

This gathering will conclude with the distribution of money to be
given to tzedakah. Herein, there is an intrinsic connection to the
redemption of the Previous Rebbe on Yud-Beis Tammuz. In Iggeres
HaKodesh, the Alter Rebbe explains that his redemption was
connected to the tzedakah given to support Eretz Yisrael. Similarly,
we can assume that tzedakah shared an intrinsic connection to the
Previous Rebbe's redemption. This also relates to the prayer that
our gifts to tzedakah hasten the coming of the ultimate Redemption
led by Mashiach.

The Redemption shares a connection with this week's Torah
reading, Parshas Pinchas. Firstly, our Sages identify Pinchas with
Eliyahu, the prophet of the redemption. Also, Pinchas is numerically
equivalent to Yitzchak, the Patriarch who is most closely related to
the Redemption, for in that era, the Jews will point to Yitzchak and
say, "He is our father."

There is a connection between Pinchas’s attainments and the
divine service of every Jew. To explain: Pinchas achieved priesthood
by virtue of his own achievements. Pinchas was born before Aharon,
his grandfather, and Elazar, his father, became priests. Therefore,
although the distinction of priesthood was bestowed as a hereditary
quality to their descendants, it was not conveyed upon Pinchas at the
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The uniqueness of the 13th of Tammuz has already been
discussed by the Previous Rebbe himself. Our service thus involves
translating these concepts into deed and action, conducting
ourselves according to the directives of the Previous Rebbe.

Every chassid receives the blessings of the Previous Rebbe to be
"a candle which sheds light". As every one of us increases the light
which he spreads in his surroundings, others will also be motivated
to kindle their own lights. This, in turn, will have a reciprocal effect
and inspire the person who initially began spreading light to shine
with even greater light.

In this context, it is worthy to mention the importance of
continuing the celebrations associated with the Previous Rebbe's
holiday of redemption for three days, until the fifteenth of Tammuz,
the date associated with the complete shining of the moon in this
month. This means that, in addition to the farbrengens held on
Shabbos, the twelve of Tammuz, farbrengens should be held on each
of the three days that follow, the 13th, 14th, and 15th of Tammuz.
The fact that these three days are weekdays is significant, for it
allows for the possibility of people who live further away to
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