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HIDDEN BUT EVERYWHERE - PURIM

The Megillah is not only an historical record of the miracle of Purim, but
demonstrates truths relevant to all ages. Although they had representatives in the
highest echelons of government, the Jews caused Haman's evil decree to be
rescinded only by first repenting of the sins for which the decree was heavenly
retribution. Thus, although G-d’s Name is not mentioned anywhere in the Megillah,
He was always present. G-d is in nature as in miracles, in everyday affairs as in holy
matters.

The mishnah states: “One who reads the Megillah backwards has not
performed his obligation.” The Baal Shem Tov offers a unique interpretation of
this mishnah: One who reads the Megillah thinking that the events related in it
happened only in the past - “backwards” - and the miracle is not relevant now, has
not performed his obligation. The purpose in reading the Megillah is to learn how a

Jew must conduct himself at all times, now as in the past.

This interpretation applies to all the ideas and verses of the Megillah, and
certainly to the verse which explains why the festival is named Purim. The name of
a thing expresses its essence, and thus the verse which explains its name describes

the quintessence of Purim.

"PURIM" IS A PERSIAN WORD
The Megillah states, “Therefore they called these days Purim from the

word pur.” Pur means lot, for Haman, persecutor of the Jews, had cast lots to
determine the date on which the Jews were to be exterminated. The festival which
celebrates Haman’s downfall and the deliverance of the Jews is thus named Purim -
Lots.
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Purim is a Persian word. A lot in the holy tongue is goral. Indeed, when
the Megillah states that “Haman...had cast apur,” it adds the words, ~that is,
the goral.” In other words, the Megillah explains thatpur means goral in the holy

tongue, the language in which the Megillah is written.

Two questions come to mind: Why is the name of this festival in the Persian
tongue, Purim, and not in the holy tongue, Goralos, as are all other festivals?
Secondly, it would surely be fitting that the name of this festival express the miracle
and deliverance experienced by the Jews, as do all the other festivals. But the name
Purim expresses the exact opposite: It is named for the lots which Haman cast to

determine when the Jews would be exterminated.

CONCEALMENT OF G-DLINESS

We find a further puzzle in the Megillah. Unlike all the other sacred books
wherein G-d’s Name appears many times, there is no mention of G-d’s Name in the
entire Megillah. This is a concealment of G-dliness of the highest magnitude. A
Jew, in general, has "G-d’s Name fluent on his lips;” and even when writing, it is a
universal Jewish custom to begin with the words, “With the grace of G-d.” Yet in
the Megillah, one of the twenty-four sacred books, G-d’s Name is not mentioned

€ven once.

As noted above, a name of a thing expresses its essence. The concealment of
G-d in the Megillah is also alluded to in its name, which in full is “Megillas
Esther, Esther meaning concealment. Moreover, the Talmud asks: “Where is there
an allusion to Esther in the Torah? and answers, ”V’onochi haster astir ponai - I will
surely hide My face.” The double haster astir indicates a double concealment of the

Divine countenance.

On the other hand, the word Megillah is etymologically related to gilui, which
means revelation, leading to the paradox that the name Megillas Esther indicates
both concealment and revelation. In similar vein, this festival is called Purim, a
Persian name, and one which recalls the decree against the Jews. Yet
simultaneously, the festival of Purim is celebrated with a joy greater than other
festivals, to the degree that one is instructed to drink ~until one does not know the
difference between ‘blessed is Mordechai’ and ‘cursed is Haman” - a joy that

transcends all bounds.
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SALVATION NOT BY NATURAL MEANS

The paradox is resolved through clearly understanding the nature of the Purim
miracle. When Haman issued his evil decree to exterminate the Jews, Jewry
possessed representatives in the highest echelons of government. Mordechai,
the Megillah informs us, ~sat at the King’s gate,” and was highly respected by the
king. Moreover, he had saved the king’s life when he exposed the plot hatched by

Bigson and Seresh. Esther was queen, and had ~won the king’s grace and favor.”

With such powerful representatives at court, it would seem logical that efforts

to have the decree against the Jews revoked start with their intercession.

The Megillah tells us otherwise. The first thing Mordechai did was, ~he put on
sackcloth and ashes, and went out into the midst of the city, and cried loudly and
bitterly.” Mordechai’s first action was not to intercede with the king but to repent,
and to arouse all other Jews to repent. Only then did he instruct Esther “to go to the

king, to appeal to him and to plead with him for her people.”

Esther followed the same pattern. The success of her plea to the king to
renounce the decree depended, one would have assumed, on her personal appeal
and favor in the king’s eyes. Moreover, the law of the court was explicit: “Anyone,
man or woman, who approaches the king in the inner court without being
summoned...will be put to death; except for the person to whom the king shall
extend the golden scepter.” Esther had not been summoned to the king for the past
thirty days. She certainly needed all possible grace and favor when approaching the

king uninvited.

Yet we find that Esther’s preparations for her royal audience were not measures
designed to strengthen her personal appeal. Indeed, they were the very opposite:
She told Mordechai, “Go, gather all the Jews...and fast for me. Do not eat or drink
for three days, night or day. I also...will fast.” Fasting - especially for three straight
days -does not contribute to a person’s beauty. Yet it was specifically such

measures Esther chose as preparation for her plea to the king.
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DECREE RESCINDED THROUGH REPENTANCE

Mordechai and Esther, however, knew that the decree against the Jews was not
a chance occurrence, set in motion by natural events. Instead, as with every trouble

that befalls Jews, it was a result of their misdeeds and wrongdoings.

Knowing this, the course of action adopted by Mordechai and Esther was
inevitable. An effect cannot be eliminated without first removing the cause. Thus
their first steps were to remove the cause and, accordingly, they decreed a fast and
called on all Jews to repent. Moreover, Esther clearly spelled out the sin which led
to Haman's evil decree and the appropriate repentance. The sin was that the Jews
ate and drank at Achashverosh’s feast; the appropriate repentance was ~Fast...do not

eat or drink.”

Only after repentance had eliminated the cause of Haman's decree was
Achashverosh approached to rescind the decree. Because G-d wishes us not to rely
wholly on miracles, but to make a ”vessel” - by natural means - through which the
salvation will come, it was necessary for Esther to plead with the king. However,
since this is but a ~vessel,” and the cause of salvation is repentance and fasting,

principal emphasis was laid on the cause, not the “vessel.”

RENEWING BOND WITH G-D

This is the lesson of Purim: When trouble befalls Jews, G-d forbid, the first
thing to be done is to strengthen our bond with G-d by learning His Torah and
performing His mitzvos. Only then should we search for natural means wherewith

to be saved from the trouble.

The same applies to an individual: A Jew is connected with G-d, who is not
limited by the laws of nature. And while G-d’s blessing comes through the work of
man’s hands, that work is only a ”vessel” - and therefore the principal emphasis

must be laid not on the vessel, but on Torah study and performance of mitzvos.

The miracle of Purim teaches further that the above applies even in the times of
exile, when G-dliness is concealed by veils of darkness. The times of Achashverosh
were a time of exile for the Jews, when they were ~spread out and dispersed among
the nations,” and still the miracle and salvation came about through repentance and

fasting - through returning to G-d.

That is why the festival is called Purim, a Persian name, reflecting the decree
against the Jews; and also why G-d’s Name is not mentioned in the Megillah -
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indicating concealment, “Esther.” For Jews are not limited by the laws of nature -
not in spiritual matters, nor even in their worldly dealings. Even when dealing with
non-Jews, when one must speak in their language (Persian), a Jew transcends
nature. Purim is a Persian word, and Esther means concealment. But these are only
outward manifestations. The pur, the Megillah takes pains to tell us, is ~the goral.”
The outcome of a goral, a lot, is determined not by human reckoning, but is purely
in the hands of G-d: in the pur is G-dliness. And in the concealments, in the haster
astir, is the ~I~ - Iwill surely conceal My face.” A Jew need but remove the veils,

and the 1~ - the Essence of G-d - is revealed.

G-D IS IN NATURE AS IN MIRACLES
When, therefore, a Jew reads Megillas Esther, he must know that the

concealments of G-dliness (Esther) are in reality a revelation (Megillah), that G-d is
found in nature also -for thepuris in reality ~the goral” And when he
reads Megillas Esther not “backwards,” but as something that exists now, relevant
to him, he experiences the highest type of revelation - Megillah. This is turn
produces the greatest joy, beyond all bounds -~until he does not know the

difference between ‘blessed is Mordechai’ and ‘cursed is Haman.””

Then, from the redemption of Purim we proceed to the future
redemption, when the darkness of exile will be illuminated -just as the

concealments of Esther are shown to be revelations of G-dliness.

(Likkutei Sichos, Vol. VI, pp. 189-195)
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THE SECTIONS OF THE MISHNA
(N’2 77 2°MDD)
P1073 W 971V DN 0PN
12w Pdn
:(X”Y X”3 17 0°10D) 10N

9nI77 99315 9991 NIDIYDY 7Y 1nab Hrorn HIORD nnw avw Yo
PR IMIR 7T 77 01937 77N 12 P07 XYY INRITD TIOK 1T 72V INKRITA

.02 901 IR M7 717971 7951 AR 0*IPIR DI DWW ROR PN I

There is a discussion D105 NJDM Q7 A7) regarding the din of 7717 7.
Ravina asserts that his din applies only in the timeframe of “377¥°2 NYW2 XOw
(lit. Not the time of destruction).” There is an argument between Rashi and Rabeinu
Tam as to what this means. Rashi interprets this to indicate the sixth hour of the day,
where one is not obligated to destroy chometz 179077 17, but only 732777, DYW
7¥°27 consequently is the time decreed 717N 172 which is from DIXT and
onwards. Rabeinu Tam however, holds the opposite. 1I¥°2i7 NYW is the time when
people are actually destroying the chometz, the time which the 7127 decreed, the
sixth hour, and that 17192 NYW2 XYW refers to N1¥M and onwards. Hence:

According to Rashi during the sixth hour one can only destroy chometz by

burning it and after chatzos one may rid oneself of it in any manner.

According to Rabeinu Tam it is during the sixth hour that one may destroy it in

any manner and after chatzos one must burn it.

The Meiri clarifies that the subject of our Mishna is the different ways one can
destroy chometz. Seemingly the first half deals with destroying chametz during the
time it is still permitted. This is before chatzos. Subsequently the second half of the
Mishna concerns destroying after the time it becomes forbidden. Rabeinu Tam
therefore would coincide faultlessly with the mishna (burning it during the period
of prohibition, after chatzos). Yet this appears to oppose Rashi who states the
compulsory burning of chametz happens during the time it is still allowed 17

179017. In our mishna it’s sited after this period:

We could answer for Rashi: the permitted time the mishna refers to is
according to the 7127 i.e. before the 6™ hour (this would appear to accord even with
Rabeinu Tam as the X1 teaches selling to a gentile [written in the permitted part
of mishna] happens before 6™ hour). The forbidden time is after the 6™ hour, the 177
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732977 T0°KR7. Hence although the second half of the mishna is deemed DYW
TI0°R17, it doesn’t conflict with Rashi’s interpretation of > 1.

This way of reading the mishna, in turn, is problematic for Rabeinu Tam. To
say that the din of *”9 applies in the time of the 732777 0K, the 6™ hour, would
negate his view that obligatory burning happens only after NI1¥ 773!

We could respond that the 9’77 NYW in the mishna is before the 6™ hour i.c.
132977 N°7 DYW whereas the T0°X NYW is actually the 7707 772 710K, after
NIX¥1. Thus his interpretation of >’ that mandatory burning happens after DIX1
fits with the mishna. To say this, however, generates two problems:

a) This would argue with the X773 that learns 737237 92¥ (once the permitted
time ends)” teaches the 732777 710K, the beginning of the 6" hour.

b) Rabeinu Tam would be arguing with Rashi not only on the last part of the

Mishna, but on this point as well.
In response: according to Rabeinu Tam we break the mishna into 3 parts:
1) INRIT2 NN .. AW 93
2) INRIT2 TIOKR 1337 12V
3) 1127 77 nm'?rm

Part 1 of the Mishna refers to 712972 ID°7 DYW, before the 6™ hour. Part 2
refers to the 6™ hour the 732777 0K 177 and Part 3 refers to NIXT and onwards.
Rashi would hold that Part 2 and 3 are the same timeframe, the 6™ hour, 910X 11
132977,

Hence, based on their interpretation of the din of *”9, Rashi and Rabeinu Tam
would differ in their understanding of the third part of the Mishna, as summarised

below:s

1717° 9 nm‘m?s II0K 1117 72V INIA..AVY 9D
1AM INRIT2 pighéhyim!
1 ayw 1 RYw oMp w9
nxn INRY 1 ayw 1YW oMp n”a
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The Gemoro in Psochim (22A) briefly discusses whether or not it is forbidden
to derive benefit from the sciatic nerve in addition to the prohibition of consuming
it. The example used by the Gemoro is a case in which a Jew gives a gentile the
thigh of an animal with the sciatic nerve still inside. The benefit here is the gratitude

that the gentile has for the Jew.

R’ Avahu says that when the Torah permitted deriving benefit from the carcass
of an animal (LE. giving or selling to a non jew), it automatically included the

sciatic nerve since it is part of the carcass.

The Gemoro argues and says the inclusion of the sciatic nerve in the
permissibility of a carcass is dependent on whether or not the sciatic nerve has a
notable “taste of meat.” According to the one that says the taste of the sciatic nerve
is too weak to bear significance, it takes no part in the concession of a carcass and

one may not give it to a non-Jew.

Rashi explains the opinion that the sciatic nerve lacks a noteworthy taste
regards it as a “simple piece of wood,” bearing no significance whatsoever. If the
sciatic nerve is no more then a negligible part of the thigh, then what gratitude is the

Jew receiving from the gentile in the Gemoro’s example above?

Tosfos in Tractate Chulin (63B) explains the source of the gentile’s
appreciation is that, being the sciatic nerve is left inside the thigh, he is receiving
something whole and intact, a much more honourable gift than if the nerve were

removed.

However, this contradicts the Gemoro in another part of Chulin (84A). The
Gemoro there states that one is not allowed to give the chopped meat of the thigh
with the sciatic nerve within because of the element of deception. The Gentile
would assume that the Jew took the pain to remove the sciatic nerve thus making it
fit even for himself to eat before giving it over. Consequently there is an issue of the

Jew receiving unearned gratitude from the gentile.
On one hand we see that leaving the sciatic nerve in the thigh sparks the
gentile’s appreciation, and yet the Gemoro says taking it out of the thigh is the

cause for the Jew’s good standing.
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One could suggest that these are not contradicting opinions, but rather two

separate cases each with its own appropriate expression of gratitude.
There are two gestures of benevolence:
Leaving the nerve inside making it a complete and more honourable gift.
Taking the time to remove the nerve rendering it fit for the Jew himself to eat.

In the example Tosfos uses both are applicable. However, being a whole thigh
as it is, the gentile would much rather value more the esteem of receiving a
completely intact gift over the thoughtfulness of the Jew removing the nerve. In
light of this, we see that in Tosfos’ case removing the nerve would not be an

appreciated gesture on account of the preferred option.

On the other hand, in the case of the chopped meat the only applicable gesture
is taking the sciatic nerve out. Leaving the nerve in the chopped meat would be
completely arbitrary. It would me no more of an honourable gift because it would
still nevertheless be un-intact. The only source of gratitude the gentile has left is on
the assumption that at least the Jew was thoughtful enough to make it fit for himself
to eat before giving it over. This gives rise to the issue of deception, the primary

concern of the Gemoro there.
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TEN SEFIROS IN THE MEGILLAH
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While going through the Megillah one can't help but notice that this Sefer is
unique. Apart from lacking even a single explicit mention of Hashem’s name and

thus symbolic of a time of darkness and concealment, yet at the same time the
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Megillah is full of Kabbalisitical terms, namely the Sefiros. Out of 167 verses there
are 240 appearances of the root Melech and while at a simple level it refers to the
Persian king Achashverosh it is also commonly explained to refer to the King of
Kings, Hashem. On a deeper level it is connected to the Sefira of Malchus as will be
explained and the definite article of Hei found generally before it further reinforces
this idea. To go through systematically it is interesting to note that one can find an
allusion to almost every Sefira in the Megillah, even the word Sefira itself (2:23).
Such as Keser (1:11), Chochma (1:13), Binah (3:8), Daas (2:11), Chessed (2:9),
Gevurah (10:2), Tifferet (1:4), Hod (1:1), Yesod (1:8) and Malchus (1:7). One can
even find an allusion to Ein Sof (9:28). The only one that is missing is Netzach,
which can perhaps be an allusion to the Talmudic dictum (Megillah 14a) as to the
reason we don't say Hallel on Purim, 'that we are still slaves of Achasverosh’ and

hence there is a lacking of an ‘eternal victory’.
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